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APRIL 
o Control the weeds! 
o In the second half of the month sow marrows, 
courgettes, pumpkins and squash in a glasshouse or 
the windowsill and dwarf French beans and sweet corn 
under cloches.  
o Thin sowings in rows as soon as seedlings can be 
handled. 
o Sow a seedbed of brassicas to provide 
transplants of sprouts, cauliflowers and cabbages for 
planting out in June/July.                                      
Source: www.rhs.org.uk 

FEBRUARY 
o Cultivate and cover empty beds with cloches or clear 
polythene to prepare for early sowings. 
o Sow carrots, parsnips, early beetroot and bulb onions 
under cloches. 
o Plant out garlic and shallots on light soils and make 
outdoor sowings of broad beans and summer cabbage. 
Delay planting on heavy soils until the soil starts to warm 
up. 
o Set potato tubers to chit (produce shoots) as soon as 
they arrive. Stand upright with rose end (with most shoots) 
upwards in a light, cool but frost-free place. Old egg boxes 
make excellent holders. 
o Net crops to reduce pigeon damage to cabbages. 
o Check ties on cane, cordon and fan fruit - replace ties 
that are broken or damaged. 
� � Place cloches over strawberry plants for an early crop.�

MARCH 
o Chit early and maincrop potatoes. Earlies can 
be planted out in the second half of the month if 
mild.. 
o Sowing starts in earnest for most vegetable 
crops.  
o Plant  onion sets. Raise leeks for transplanting 
in June.  
o Divide overcrowded perennial herbs. 
o Put supports in place for peas. 
o Plant strawberry runners. Sow alpine 
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